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North Texas Veterans Winners in National Competition

DALLAS — The 20" National Veterans Golden Age Games were held May 7-12 in
Hampton, Va. Sponsored by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), the Veterans of Foreign
Wars and Ladies Auxiliary (VFW), and Veterans Canteen Service (VCS), the competition
attracted more than 500 veterans from across the nation, aged 55 and older, and currently
receiving care at a VA medical facility. The National Veterans Golden Age Games serves as a
qualifier for the National Senior Olympics to be held June 29 — July 14, 2007 in Louisville, Ky.

The Games bring together veterans from all branches of military service who served in
times of war and peace. Participants compete in open, wheelchair and visually impaired
divisions in specific age groups. Veterans who served during the war in Vietham now make up
the largest group of competitors, although there are also large numbers of men and women
who served in World War Il and the Korean War.

This year VA North Texas Health Care System sponsored 36 veterans to compete in
this national event, who won a team total of 40 medals. Competitors with their
accomplishments are listed in alphabetical order. John Ames of Waxahachie won silver in air
rifle and bronze in checkers; Robert Blatnik of Rowlett, gold in shot put, swimming (2 events),
and horseshoes; Tommy Brown of Dallas, gold in bowling and bronze in horseshoes; James
Caldwell of Durant, Okla., gold in checkers and silver in dominoes; Norman Cross of
Duncanville, silver in shuffleboard, table tennis and bowling; Alipio Garcia of Dallas, bronze in
air rifle; Jerry Hull of Milford, gold in swimming; John John, Jr. of Mansfield, bronze in golf;
George Krupa of Bonham, bronze in shuffleboard; JoAn Lance of Chireno, gold in bowling;
Clyde Mays of Lancaster, silver in table tennis and dominoes; Melvin Miller of Dallas, bronze in

horseshoes; Andrew Onifer of Bonham, silver in table tennis and checkers; David Owens of



Decatur, bronze in discus, shot put, and bowling, and silver in table tennis; Al Rega of
Thackerville, Okla., gold in shuffleboard; Jack Richardson of Carrollton, gold in nine ball and
bronze in bowling; Rhoderick Sexton of Dallas, silver in air rifle; Michael Silverstein of
Rockwall, bronze in swimming; Frank Spitzig of Irving, gold in croquet; Freddy Tamez of Red
Oak, bronze in nine ball and bowling; Claude Vaughn of Sherman, gold in shuffleboard and
silver in horesehoes; Donald Wood of Glenn Heights, bronze in shuffleboard and silver in
bowling; and Ronald Woodruff of Wolfe City, silver in air rifle.

These veterans competed in several events, including 9-ball, golf, table tennis,
shuffleboard, checkers, bowling, dominoes swimming and bicycling: Mannie Allen, Jr. of
Sunnyvale; Golia Barnett of Fort Worth; Darlene Cathman of Fort Worth; Curtis Diggles of
Dallas; Lonnie Dorsey of DeSoto; Clyde Harris of Fort Worth; Jimmie Lynch of Dallas; Houston
Brumit of Denison; Ronald Davey of Bonham; llene Dawson of Bonham; Joseph Hernandez of

Bonham, Cornielius Lynch of Bonham; and John Strickland of Bonham.
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